presence of P. argante chincha in northern Chile should be regarded as a very recent colonisation event. Apparently, the ca. 50 km-wide area of hyper-arid coastal desert separating the valleys of Tacna and Azapa was an effective barrier in the past, preventing the southward dispersal of P. argante chincha, or else the lack of a suitable larval hostplant did not allow establishment of the butterfly in the latter area.
Two other examples of butterflies with immature stages associated with exotic plants in Chile, which are now represented by resident breeding populations in the northern part of the country, are the hesperiids Calpodes ethlius (Stoll, 1782) (Vargas et al. 2006) and Quinta cannae (HerrichSchäffer, 1869) (Etcheverry 1970) .
Additional field observations will be necessary to determine if P. argante chincha is a new permanent resident butterfly in northern Chile, or if its presence is temporary, possibly associated with periodic southern migrations/range expansions.
The only species of Phoebis previously reported in Chile is P. sennae amphitrite (Feisthamel, 1839) (Peña & Ugarte 1996) . Thus, P. argante chincha is the second representative of this genus occurring in this country. Both species may be easily separated by their different wing maculation. Moreover, the distribution area of P. sennae amphitrite in Chile is restricted to the central zone (Peña & Ugarte 1996) , not reaching the Arica province.
The Chilean specimens examined in this study will be deposited in the Museo Nacional de Historia Natural de Santiago (MNNC), Santiago, Chile.
Material examined. CHILE, Arica. 
